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Scripture focus: Isaiah 55:1-9

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

6Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near;7let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
I went to the barbershop this week.  I went tearing over there at the last minute so I wouldn't be late for my appointment.  I parked my car, and, walking into the barbershop, I pulled out my wallet and realized I didn't have enough cash on me to cover the haircut, but if I went to the bank I'd be late for the haircut.  So I decided to throw myself on the mercy of the barber.  I told him the situation and asked if I could give him half now and come back with the other half.  He said, “Yeah, sure, I know where to find you.”  He added, "How about this:  I'll cut your hair, but I'll leave a little rat-tail hanging down in the back.  When you bring the money in, I'll cut it off."  As you can see, I experienced a little barbershop mercy and grace.

How much more meaningful is God's mercy and grace!  The creator of all being, the architect of the universe, desires nothing better than to have us close.  God wants us to be faithful in our living.  God wants us to come home. God wants to know and love us and to be known and loved in return.  Why do we find this so difficult?   We wander off in our own direction, acting as though we are God.  We are not.  But by our lives, by our words and our actions, we act as though we are (and we’re not very good at it.)  We make decisions that sometimes harm our lives, hurt our family members and our neighbors, and destroy the beauty of creation.  We often act out of anger, and jealousy, and self interest.

We need grace.  We need God.  I think our lives sometimes sadden our Creator.   We may not be immediately aware of how we have wandered away from God – how life has lost its meaning in pursuit of money or things, how we have gotten buried under the demands of economic and social status.  But we live in exile, apart from God.
In the Hebrew Scriptures today we heard the word of God through Isaiah.  The prophet is writing at the time when the Hebrews, God's people, were living in exile, captives in Babylon.  They were at the point of losing hope, giving up and giving in to the ways of the Babylonians.  The people were hungry for something more in life, searching for whatever might satisfy their desires.  The prophet Isaiah reminds us: Our thoughts are not God's thoughts.  Our ways are not God's ways. And how does God respond to this?  God invites us to a feast.  It's a salvation feast, a life-saving feast.

In Isaiah chapter 55, the prophet shares this word from the Almighty:  “Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.”
A feast!  It's like a grocery store of spiritual goods that stands with its doors open, and the owner says, "come take what you need.” In this supermarket, all the people who stand by the side of the road with little cardboard signs that say, "Will work for food," are pushing carts full of groceries through the checkout lines, paying only with a smile and a wave.

And in contrast to what is available for free, Isaiah says we are paying for things we do not need in the first place--spending money on what is not bread and laboring for what does not satisfy us.  Isaiah says we need a new diet of good and rich food.  God calls us into deeper fellowship.  God has the best wine and milk, the best bread and richest fare available.  Yet we rush past God, seeking to buy what God has already provided us freely.

Our ways are not God's ways.  We’re in exile.  And God longs for us to come home and dine at the table of grace.

Have you ever gone to visit someone at home and as soon as you sit down in the living room they offer you something to drink?  How do you decide...you might even be thirsty, but if you're not planning to stay long, you might decline.  But sometimes a host just persists.  "Are you sure?  How about a cup of coffee or some lemonade?"

"No thank you, I'm just fine."  
"Not even a glass of water?"  In this passage, Isaiah leans across the coffee table and says, "Hey. Stop it.  Whether or not you are thirsty, whether or not you are hungry, you need what God has to give."

God says, "Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live."  Isaiah reminds us that a relationship with God based on God's steadfast love for us is our greatest need and the richest nourishment for our lives.  But Isaiah's words are not the only offers we hear.  The world around us is a late-night infomercial.  We live in the midst of constant promotion.  Everywhere we turn we are bombarded with offers and enticements to fill every imaginable want and desire.  Even if we do not need anything, it’s easy to be convinced we really want something:  a new car, a new computer, a different job, a bigger house, a youthful appearance, a different spouse.  But the offers are false.  They promise to satisfy but turn out to be wasted calories without any nutrition.  Any way of life that turns us away from God is a way of life that leads to our starvation and death.  Our constant striving to satisfy ourselves is doomed to failure.

And in the midst of the false promises for the good life, the full life, the successful life, the happy life, the meaningful life, or the exciting life that are so prevalent in today's world, Isaiah implores us, "Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon."


There's a movie called Millions about two young boys, Damian and Anthony, who find millions of dollars of stolen money. Their lives have been in turmoil since their mother died.  A duffle bag of stolen bills literally falls on their heads, and the young boys believe it must have been a gift from God. The family tries to do some good things for themselves with the money; to enjoy their newfound riches.  But their efforts have been tearing them apart.  Only the boy Damian has been searching for how he might use the money to help someone else, so that he might find peace and healing, something that's been in short supply since his mother's death.  Near the end of the film, when the family realizes the futility of what they've been trying to do, they give the money to build water wells in an impoverished African nation.  That unleashes a great celebration of joy and abundance in which everyone who thirsts--including the family-- comes to the waters.

Maybe that's like Isaiah's vision, in which the ways of God bring forth life for all.

Are you thirsty?  Are you hungry?  Are your finances dried up?  Come and feast. Come and remember.  Come and dine at the Table of Grace.


